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    Economic prosperity of a division or region depends on the natural 

resources and statistical as well as qualitative dimensions of population. 

Size of a population has correlation with many economic factors. 

Population affects productivity, utility, and living standard. If government 

possesses exact record of population it becomes easer for it in deciding the 

distribution ratio of essential facilities available on the basis of population 

of a region. Thus, policy measures under taken to provide for fundamental 

facilities to the masses. 
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    Nearly 200 social groups (castes) mostly nomadic, were notified by the 

British Government as “Criminal tribes” through a notorious piece of 

legislation called the criminal tribes act 1871. The rationale behind the Act 

was the European view that all gypsies are criminals, and following that 

logic, all Indian nomadic communities were also believed to be potential 

criminals. For this reason, there is a large overlap between communities that 

were declared criminal tribes and those that were nomadic. The DNTS are 

an integral part of the Indian Society. Though ethnographic studies have 

been conducted on some of them, it is only recently that they are finding 

some mention in academic and popular discourses. 
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