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On her way home she usually bought a slice of honey-cake at the baker’s. It was her
Sunday. Some times there was an almond in her slice, sometime not. It made a great
defence. If there was an almond it was like carrying home a tiny present — a surprise —
something that might very well not have been there. She hurried on the almond Sundays
and struck the match for the battle in quite a deshing way.
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Suddenly a troika drove up with thinking bells, and an official alighted, followed by two
soldiers. He came to Aksionov and began to question him, asking him who he was and
when he came. Aksionov answered him fully, and said, “Want you have some tea with
me ?” But the official went on cross-questioning him and asking him.” Where did you
spend last night ? Were you alone, or with a fellow-merchant ? Did you see the other
merchant this morning ? Why did you leave the inn before down ?”
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