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We cannot go far in our study of literature before we realize that it involves the study of
the history of literature. A great writer is not an isolated fact. He has his affiliations with
the present and the past; and through these affiliations he leads us inevitably to his
contemporaries and predecessors, and thus at length to a sense of a national literature as
a developing organism having a continuous life of its own, yet passing in the course of
its evolution through many varying phases. Thus is our study of literature on the
historical side we shall have to consider two things — the continuous life, or national

spirit in it; and the varying phases of that continuous life or, the way in which it
embodies and expresses the changing spirit of successive ages.
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Children had no reason to unbelieve this. They all knew that Ba is the living force, the
source of inspiration for Bapuji. He studied after marriage and became a respectable man
in the society because of Ba. Bapuji respected Ba’s word throughout the life. Whenever
the children wanted to go on the picnic or to attend musical classes or would like to go
out of station, they took Ba’s approval first Bapuji could never reject what Ba had
accepted. But Hriday many-a-times could hardly comprehend why, through Bapuji
always honoured Ba, she scolded him as if he were a kid. Yet, Ba was very conscious
about the smallest requirements of Bapuji. Children always knew that Bapuji is the
center of the home.
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