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Instructions: (1) Attempt all the questions.
(2) All questions carry equal marks.

1. Critically examine the contemporary relevance of the Rumayan and Mahabharat. Q"”l />
Or
Analyse the philosophical teachings of the Bhagavad Giia as presented in the
Mahabharat.

2. How does the Gautami-Vyadha dialogue elucidate the principles of action (karmu).
its consequences, and the importance of performing one’s duties? Explain. (14
Or
Discuss the philosophical significance of the Yudhisthira-Yaksha Sambad in the
Vana Parva of the Mahabharat.

3. What does Sri Ramachandra believe a son should do when commanded (Adesh) by
his father? Explain with reference to Ayodhya Kand. (14)
Or
Compare and contrast the relation between brothers in Ramayana and Mahabharat.

4. Evaluate the depiction of female characters in the Ramayan. focusing on their roles,
agency, and significance within the narrative. (14)
Or
Critically discuss the theme of stree-vimarsha (discourse on women) in both the
Ramayan and Mahabharat.

5. Give answer of any 7 out of the following questions. 2 X7=14
a) Which part of the Mahabharar contains the Bhagavad Gita?
A) Sabha Parva B) Vana Parva C) Bhishma Parva D) Adi Parva

b) What advice did Bhishma give to Yudhisthir from his bed of arrows?
A) Military strategies B) Duties of a king and principles of governance
C) Ritual sacrifices D) How to build palaces
c¢) Sita’s trial by fire (Adgni Pariksha) is an example of:
A) A festival B) Political rebellion C) Stree-vimarsha or discourse on

women’s dignity D) Religious punishment
d) Who among the following is known for her devotion and spiritual strength in
Ramayan?
A) Surpanakha B) Anusuya () Kaikeyt D) Trjata
¢) Which woman from the Ramayan remained awake throughout the 14 years of
exile?

A) SitaB) TaraC) Urmila D) Mandodari

) What role did Kunti play in the Mahabharai?
A) A passive observer B) A queen with no authority Cy A politically  and
emotionally significant figure D) A minor characier
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Tara, the wife of Vali in the Ramayan, is known for:
A) Her poetry B) Her wisdom and diplomacy C) Her anger D) Her disguise
skills

h) How does the character of Draupadi in the Mahabharat challenge traditional

i)

1)

k)

D

notions of femininity in ancient Indian literature?

A) By remaining silent in all critical situations B) By submitting to her
husbands without question  C) By asserting her voice in political and moral
conflicts D) By withdrawing from the public sphere completely

The political teachings in Vidur-Neeti most closely align with which of the
following principles?

A) Absolute monarchy without accountability B) Moral governance
based on dharma and ethical leadership C)Expansionist military strategies
D) Economic determinism

The portrayal of Sita in the Ramayan serves as:
A) A symbol of passive endurance only B) A critique of patriarchy
through symbolic suffering C) A representation of political ambition D)

A figure of rebellion against marriage norms

Bhishma’s discourse to Yudhisthir on governance reflects:

A) Practical realism devoid of ethical concerns B) The synthesis of

morality with statecraft C) A purely ritualistic approach to kingship D)

Emphasis on war over diplomacy

In what way do the characters of Kunti and Mandodari provide contrasting

perspectives on womanhood in epic literature?

A) Both represent the same maternal ideal

B) Kunti represents public wisdom, while Mandodari symbolizes private grief
and political restraint

C) Mandodari is depicted as a warrior, Kunti as a dancer

D) Both challenge the heroic ideals of their sons




