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Dharma Rajya
M.A. in Indian Knowledge System Sem-3
IKS 502

Time: 2.30 hours
Total Marks- 70

All questions carry equal marks.

Question 1- How does the Arthashastra reflect Chanakya’s practical approach to politics, and to what

extent does it balance moral values with political realism in state administration? 14 Marks
Or
Explore the framework of Dharma, Artha, Kama, and Moksha in the Bhishma-Yudhishthira dialogue.

Question 2- What is the significance of the Saptanga theory in Kautilya’s Arthashastra as a
framework for understanding the structure and stability of the state? 14 Marks

Or

How does the concept of Mitra reflect Kautilya’s understanding of diplomacy and international

relations?

Question 3- How does Gandhi reconcile the pursuit of truth with the practice of non-violence in both

personal and public life? 14 Marks
Or

How does Gandhi’s idea of village swaraj offer an alternative model of sustainable development?

Question 4- Analyse the Sabha and Samiti as institutions of participatory governance. To what extent
did they embody democratic elements in Vedic society? 14 Marks

Or

Provide a historical overview of ancient Indian administrative systems. Critically evaluate their
efficiency in maintaining social harmony and economic prosperity.

Question 5- Attempt any seven out of twelve questions, each carry two marks.
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The dialogue between Bhishma and Yudhishthira rejects the framework of
Dharma, Artha, Kama, and Moksha. True/False

Rajadharma in the Samvad emphasizes the king’s role as protector of societal
order. True/False

The four purusharthas (Dharma, Artha, Kama, Moksha) provide a holistic lens to
interpret the Mahabharata. True/False

The Arthshastra advocates complete non-violence in statecraft and diplomacy.
Chanakya considers ethics irrelevant when national interest is at stake. True/False
The Mandala theory describes a king's foreign policy as a circle of allies and
enemies based on geographical proximity. True/False

The Arthashastra advocates for a centralized monarchy without any role for
advisory councils. False/True

The text promotes the idea that a ruler should prioritize the welfare of the people
{o ensure stale stability. True/False

Chanakya's work draws from earlier texts like the Manusmriti but innovates with
practical administrative reforms. True/False

Ahimsa in Gandhian philosophy is absolute non-violence, applicable even in self-
defence against aggression. True/False

Rajadharma in Hindu polity defines the king's duties as upholding dharma,
protecting subjects, and ensuring justice. True/False

The Arthashastra influenced ancient Indian administrative practices, including
revenue collection through land taxes. True/False
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