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M.A. Semester-3 Indian Culture-Indology
INCL 501 Studies in Indian Epigraphy-I
O b - |V A 2024 Time: 2 hrs 30 minute
Instructions: (1) Attempt all the questions.
(2) All questions carry equal marks.

1. How did the development of writing system in ancient India, such as Brahmi and Kharoshthi,
influence the spread of epigraphy as one of the prominent areas of deciphering Indian history?

Or
How Epigraphy as a source helps reconstructing the Indian history?

2. What are the key features of the Indus valley script, and how do they differ from contemporary
writing systems such as cuneiform or hieroglyphs?

Or
Write about the history and antiquity of Brahmi script.
3. Write about the process of evolution of scripts from Brahmi to Nagri.
Or

Define engraving process in epigraphy. What were the materials used for engraving in the
epigraphy?

4. Elaborate all the inscriptions and its languages found out in south India under Dravidian language.
Or
Elaborate all the inscriptions found out in Prakrit and Sanskrit language.

5. Attempt any seven out of twelve questions. Give answer of below mentioned questions in one or
two lines.

i) Give the names of two auspicious symbols which were occasionally found on the inscriptions.
ii) Who is the author of the Lalitvigraharajanataka?
iii) What is the reason of decline of the custom of engraving inscription on copper?

iv) What is the subject matter of the famous 12% century book Rajatarangini and give name of its
author.

v) Magadhi is the dialect of the king Asoka’s rock edicts of which three places?

vi) Which very famous inscription of the 3™ century B.C. appears to contain few lines in Prakrit
language?

vii) How the letter ‘A’ and ‘T’ is written in Brahmi script?

viii) The earliest Telugu inscriptions have been discovered in which two districts of Andhra Pradesh?
ix) What is the name of one of the earliest epigraphs in the Malayalam language of 1452 A.D.?
x) Which language from South part of India does not have literature and alphabets of its own?

xi) Give two names of the inscriptions found in Gujarati language during 14" and 15" centuries.

xii) Name the two inscriptions found out in Kathiawar entirely written in Gujarati language?
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