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Why do we care for literature ? We care for literature primarily on account of its
deep and lasting human significance. A great book grows directly out of life; in reading
it, we are brought into large, close and fresh relations with life; and in that fact lies the
final explanation of its power. Literature is a vital record of what men have seen in life,
what they have experienced of it, what they have thought and felt about those aspects of
it which have most immediate and enduring interest for all of us. It is thus
fundamentally an expression of life through the medium of language. Such expression
is fashioned into the various forms of literary art. But it is important to understand, to
begin with, that literature lives by virtue of the life which it embodies. By remembering
this, we shall be saved from the besetting danger of confounding the study of literature

with the study of philology, rhetoric and even literary technique.
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